ORDINANCE # 4718

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS
THROUGH CITIZEN-LED INITIATIVES, PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS LOCAL
GOVERNMENT CODE

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a structured process for citizen-led community
development efforts within the City of Bevil Oaks, Texas. These programs are intended to
improve public spaces, support local businesses, enhance infrastructure, and strengthen civic
engagement.

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY
This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of:

 Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 22 — Type A General-Law Municipalities (City
Council form of government);

» Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 373 — Community Development in
Municipalities:

» Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 380 — Municipal Economic Development
Programs; and

» Texas Government Code, Chapters 551 and 552 — Open Meetings and Public
Information Acts.

ARTICLE 1. CITIZEN-LED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
SECTION 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF CITIZEN COMMITTEES

(a) The City Council may, by resolution, establish or recognize citizen-led community
development committees to plan and promote projects for the general benefit of the community.

(b) Committees may focus on, but are not limited to, the following:
» Parks and recreation improvements
» Beautification, landscaping, and signage
« Neighborhood revitalization or code awareness
e Small business and tourism promotion

o Cultural, seasonal, and family-oriented community events



(¢) Membership shall be open to city residents, business owners, and nonprofit representatives
who volunteer or are appointed by the City Council.

SECTION 4. DUTIES AND LIMITATIONS
(a) Citizen-led committees shall serve in an advisory capacity and may:
« Recommend projects or improvements for City Council consideration;
« Coordinate volunteer efforts and public participation;
e Seek or recommend grant funding or private donations; and
o Partner with state-recognized programs (e.g., Texas Main Street or Keep Texas Beautiful).

(b) Committees shall not obligate city funds, sign contracts, or represent the City without prior
authorization from the City Council.

SECTION 5. COUNCIL LIAISON
The committee shall have one (1) City Council liaison appointed by the Mayor. The Jiaison shall:

« Serve as a nonvoting member if serving on the Council and proposals are brought before
the Council;

¢ Report to the Council on committee progress; and

« Ensure compliance with city ordinances and state law.

SECTION 6. MEETINGS AND RECORDS

All citizen committees created under this Ordinance are subject to the Texas Open Meetings Act
and the Texas Public Information Act, ensuring all actions and records are transparent and publicly
available.

SECTION 7. ADMINISTRATION AND FUNDING

(a) Committees shall first seek donations, sponsorships, or grant assistance before requesting city
funds for a project.

(b) The City Council may allocate city funds, apply for state or federal grants, or enter into
cooperative agreements for approved community development purposes.

(c) The Mayor or designated City Staff shall oversee implementation and compliance with
applicable laws and budgetary controls.

(d) All expenditures shall adhere to established city procurement procedures and financial
policies.




SECTION 8. COORDINATION WITH CITIZENS

Projects may incorporate citizen volunteers, committees, or nonprofit groups for public input,
outreach, or execution, provided that all final decisions and expenditures remain under the
authority of the City Council.

SECTION 9. REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY

All community development activities shall be reported monthly to the City Council and made
available for public review. Reports shall include:

e A summary of completed and ongoing projects:
» Financial expenditures and funding sources: and

o Community participation metrics and outcomes.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the City Council of the City of
Bevil Oaks, Texas.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED

by the City Council of the City of Bevil Oaks, Texas, on this | 5nﬂay of November :
2025.

Mayor Cheri Mitchell ity Secretary Jeff Thibodeaux




